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Ensuring Students Are Ready For Life

Last fall, new Minnesota legislation was passed that requires all students, beginning no later than 9th grade, to 
explore their college and career interests and aspirations and develop a plan for a smooth and successful 
transition to postsecondary education or employment.

The Willmar Senior High received a grant to implement the Ramp-Up to Readiness curriculum from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota’s College Readiness Consortium.  Ramp-Up to Readiness is a set curriculum that seeks to 
prepare students for their postsecondary choices in 5 areas:
1. Academic Readiness – the ability to succeed in first-year, credit bearing courses at a technical college, a 
       community college or a four-year college or university.
2. Admissions Readiness – the ability to meet admission requirements at a range of postsecondary institutions.
3. Career Readiness – the ability to identify careers that match personal, financial, and other goals and an 
       understanding of the skills, credentials, and experiences required to succeed in those careers.
4. Financial Readiness – the ability to cover the cost of the first term of study at a postsecondary institution 

through savings, loans, and financial aid.
5. Personal and Social Readiness – the ability to set educational goals, make and monitor progress toward them, 

and create relationships with peers and adults that support academic success.

Each year, students will participate in:
•	 28 Advisory Activities of 30 minutes
•	 5 Ramp-Up workshops of 45 minutes

During each of these meetings, the advising staff members will be guiding students through the Ramp-Up 
curriculum in an effort to help them explore their interest and potential for their postsecondary options.  Each 
student is given a postsecondary plan to help answer the question:  “What do I want to do with my life after high 
school?”   Students are also given a readiness rubric to help answer the question:  “What do I need to do to reach 
that goal?”

For more information on Ramp-Up to Readiness, contact Ben Dimond, 
Ramp-Up Coordinator and School Counselor, at dimondb@willmar.k12.mn.us.
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By 2018, it is projected that, of all jobs, 63% in the U.S. and 70% in Minnesota 
will require some form of postsecondary education or training.

        Carnevale, Smith, and Strohl, 2010



Cardinal Connection
Fall / Winter 2014

Developing 21st Century Skills
The Willmar Senior High and Middle School have received a three year, $300,000 grant to provide programming 
for middle and senior high students before and after school.

Starting in October of 2014, youth at the Middle School have been participating in programming, before and 
after school, focused around developing 21st century skills such as collaboration, problem solving, and health 
and nutrition.

“Currently, ninety-three youth are signed up to participate on any given day,” states James Mitteness, Program 
Coordinator and Math Instructor at the Willmar Middle School.  “Students do not have to attend every day.  They 
make the decision whether they want to participate depending on what the program is that day.  We work with 
the kids to develop the programming, making sure that it includes the goals of the grant.”

There are three goals of the 21st Century grant:
1. Increase participant’s opportunities to develop and apply 21st century skills (collaboration, problem
       solving, and health and nutrition).
2. Increase community and school connectedness.
3. Increase academic performance of low performing or at risk of failure youth.

Programming takes place before and after school. Any middle school 
student can participate for FREE.  Transportation is available for those 
attending after school.  A snack and light meal are provided to students 
in the after school program.

Before school programming runs Tuesday through Friday from 7-7:50 
a.m.  The gym is open for kids to get ready for the day and prepare their 
minds.  They can also work on homework.  After school programming 
runs Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 3:15-4:30 p.m..

The program will continue through the summer and will include field trips.  Mr. Mitteness 
states that, “It is important to give kids experiences outside of the classroom.  In October, 
we went out to Prairie Lakes Environmental Learning Center and did the flying squirrel 
and archery.  We are looking for activities that youth will be interested in.  That’s why we 
partner with youth in the program to develop upcoming programs.”

Parent permission is required to participate.  Permission forms can be found on the Middle 
School website under the tab Our School-21st Century Grant or contact Mr. Mitteness.

Youth participants making a roller coaster.

Mr. Mitteness, Coordinator

Willmar Public Schools - “Preparing all Students for a Successful Tomorrow.”
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Creating Entrepreneurs

The Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities (CEO) program was created by former teacher Craig Lindvahl.  
The Kandiyohi CEO Class partners with local businesses to create a real world educational experience and is 
open to ACGC, NLS and Willmar Public School students.

Starting in the fall of 2014, fifteen students from ACGC, NLS and Willmar began learning from local 
business owners what it takes to become a successful entrepreneur.  CEO is a year-long course designed to 
utilize partnerships that provide an overview of business development and processes. Students work on 
problems and projects in the real world.  Class meets daily from 7:45-8:45 a.m.  To date, students have visited 
the following businesses:
•	 Duininck Inc.
•	 Christianson and Associates
•	 jessica.ann Photography
•	 Marcus Construction
•	 Nova-Tech
•	 Harvey Anderson Funeral Home
•	 Aqua - Therm

Local businesses partner with Kandiyohi County CEO to create project based experiences for students by 
providing funding, expertise, meeting space, business tours, and one-on-one mentoring.  Skills learned are 
problem solving, teamwork, self-motivation, responsibility, higher order thinking, communication and 
inquiry.

To get involved, or learn more, contact Facilitator, Tyler Gehrking at gehrkingt@willmar.k12.mn.us or at 
320-212-7371.

CEO students participate in team building exercises at 
Prairie Woods Environmental Learning Center.

A BIG Thank You to Jennie-O Turkey Store for 
donating turkeys for Turkey Bingo at Kennedy and 

Roosevelt Elementary Schools.

Willmar Public Schools - “Preparing all Students for a Successful Tomorrow.”
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Roosevelt Students Honor Veterans
The annual Veterans Day lunch at Roosevelt Elementary had to be rescheduled due to a snow day, but over seventy-five 
Veterans made it to be thanked and have lunch with students.  Veterans were invited to have lunch, at no cost to them, with 
students on Nov.12th.  The cafeteria was decorated by students of all ages.

Cheryl Bosch, event organizer and School Social Worker, said “The weather was not ideal, but it was wonderful that so many 
of our local Veterans could make it.  It is important for the kids to understand the service they give and have given.”

Sara Carlson, Rotarian, reads from a 
dictionary to students.

Students write their names in the 
dictionaries given by the Rotary.

Rotarians handing out dictionaries.

THANK YOU ROTARY FOR OUR DICTIONARIES

Roger Berghuis & Brady Payne
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